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~e $935.5 million in public resources to be spent
n~ year ad& n~ pressure to the debate on fish

B~ JIM BARNETT
THE OREGONIAN

WASHINGTON ~The bureaucra~ b~t to save end~gered
fish N ~e No,west hasn’t ended ~e ~raat of e~cfion. But
it soon ~ reach a dubious m~tone, consu~ng ne~ly $1 b~-
~on in pubic resomces N a single ye~.

~e pubic effo~ to save ~e re~on’s
¯ Th~ f~ralend~gered fish h~ no speci~ n~e, no

headqu~ers, nobo@in ch~ge. Ra~er, it~rnm~nt is
is ~e combNed, if loosely coor~ated,t~ ~igg~st
work of sN Cabinet-level agendes ~dof t~ ~i0~ cost oI
fore states. Or~gonian’~Nobody N ~e federN governmentBarn~ttt~llJ~s u~k~ps ~ack of exac@ how much money is~hat vadousspent sang fish -- not even ~e Office of¢ias ar~M~agement ~d Budget, ~e ~te
Ho~e once ch~ged ~ dr~g ~e
feder~ budget each ye~.

~at lack of Mo~afion has Ms~ated people on ~ sides of
¯ e debate. At a recent being on Capitol H~, Sen. ~ CrNg,
R-Id~o, l~ented ~at ~o decades of h~ effo~ had suc-
c~ded oNy~ pe~ema~g i~etf at untold cost.

"The b~eaucra~ of s~n~on ro~s on," C~g ~bled wea-

Ve es~ated cost offish recoveu was developed byThe Or-
~oni~ N~ Nput ~om each of~e federN agencies ~d states.

~e newspaper fo~d $935.5 m~on slated to be spent in
20~ on ac6~es r~Nng ~om plm~g s~e~side ~ees to re-
mo@g old log~g roads.

~en ~o~ed of ~e fi~e, CrNg ~d o~er members of
Confess from ~e No,west e~ressed sunrise.

Sen. Slade ~on, R-Wash., c~ed it "mNd-bo~Ng." Sens.
Ron Wyden, D-Ore., ~d Gordon Smi~, R-Ore., s~d ~e Ngh
cost of fish recoveu woNd be h~d to defend on Capitol
"Even N ~s to~, $1 b~on is s~ re~ money," Smi~ sNd.
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